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LASE Celebrates 60 Years of 
Impact on Families
Sixty years ago, in 1956, Lutheran Association for Special 
Education began with the dream and vision of parents who 
wanted their child to be seen, to be heard, to be loved and 
educated as a Christian. Being part of a program in which 
their children’s educational needs could be met, while they 
learn about God and thrive in a Christian community, was 
their hope and dream. Today, LASE partners with families, 
pastors, principals, general education teachers and the 
entire community to impact the lives and the futures of all 
children in our Lutheran schools. It is with pride that we 
remember the many faces, challenges and success stories of 
students, teachers and families that have been impacted by 
the ministry of LASE. Thank you for being part of this vital 
ministry!

National Lutheran School 
Accreditation

This year has offered an 
exciting opportunity for 
LASE faculty and staff to 
collaborate, reflect, and 
evaluate the impact of our 
ministry within the Lutheran 

Schools that we serve. Under the leadership of Jackie Smith, 
LASE Executive Director, we have teamed up to work 
through a comprehensive self-study process to identify and 

celebrate our strengths, shed 
light on our challenges and 
suggest areas for improvement. 
Through this reflective process, 
we will create a strategic plan 
for growth over the next several 
years. The National Lutheran 
School Accreditation (NLSA) 
encourages and recognizes 
Lutheran schools that provide 
quality Christian education 
and engage in continuous 
improvement. NLSA will 
benefit from the study as 
well, as LASE is only the 
second Recognized Service 
Organization (RSO) of the 
LCMS to participate in the 
accreditation process. A seven 
member team will visit in April 

to review our self-study and observe LASE in action at our 
partner schools. Here’s to self reflection, collaboration and 
our new NLSA Accreditation!

LASE Faculty and Parent Guest Speaker, Karen 
Starnes, celebrate LASE’s 60th with birthday cake!!

LASE faculty, staff 
and board members 
collaborate on the 
self study for NLSA 
accreditation.



GRANT SUPPORT
THANK YOU to the following
LASE Supporters:       

From Our Executive Director
Dear Friends of LASE,

We are very pleased to share our 2015-16 Annual Report with you. With 
the loss of Lori Christiansen, the 2015-2016 school year was met with 
many challenges and our biggest accomplishment during that time was 
“SURVIVAL.” As a team, we had to step back and evaluate how to maintain 
the day-to-day operations without impacting the support services we were 
providing to students. This took an extraordinary amount of commitment 
and dedication from our Board of Directors, faculty and staff, and you! 
Thanks to your prayers, your generosity and your time, our ministry is 
thriving and we are deeply grateful. 

As we look toward the future, God is opening new doors and opportunities 
for us every day. We are in the middle of the NLSA (National Lutheran School Accreditation) self-
study process which is giving us clarity on who we are and how we should evolve to reach the growing 
needs of children with learning disabilities. This process will catapult us into the 2017-18 school year 
with clearer and more focused priorities. 

Please take time to review the annual report to better understand how God continues to bless us. 
Your continued prayers are powerful and we ask you to keep us in yours. 

In His Service,

Jackie Smith

From the Assistant Director
There’s a saying in the world of special education, “If you’ve met one 
child with autism, you’ve met ONE child with autism,” meaning that 
autism is as individual as the individual themselves. At LASE we could 
say, “If you’ve seen one LASE expert in action, you’ve seen ONE LASE 
expert,” meaning that the LASE staff of teachers, consultants and speech 
therapists meet different needs at different schools using different talents—
ALL to serve HIS children to HIS glory. LASE is a team of individuals.

Let me show you a snapshot of them at work: 
• A resource teacher uses enlarged reading materials and an iPad to teach her 

Visually Disabled student with a brain tumor about swamps in Southern Florida; 

• A speech therapist is so loved that everyone in class asks, “When will it be my turn to go with you?”;

• A LASE educational consultant beams with joy, and sometimes tears, with the confidence in 
knowing that she was in the exact place at the right time to collaborate with a teacher to find a 
solution to her student’s struggle with reading

LASE is blessed with a team of experts who works diligently to research, problem solve, and 
collaborate in order to best meet the needs of the students at their schools. When you’ve seen one LASE 
staff member in action you’ve seen a teacher, therapist or consultant that is helping each individual 
child be a success! 

God’s blessings,

Karen Wittmayer

LASE Executive 
Director,

Jackie Smith

  Cardinals Care
  Employees Community Fund of Boeing

  St. Louis Christmas Carols Association
  Concordia Outbound Ministries

LASE Assistant 
Director, Karen 
Wittmayer

A child with 
special education 
needs affects 
the entire family. 
Thank you for 
providing us with 
solution based 
strategies that 
make homework 
manageable and 
family time more 
enjoyable.



2015-2016

Dear Friend of LASE:

Staples advertises the “easy” button, others claim “instant 
relief,” everybody wants things fast and faster! So when that 
is the world’s expectation, it is understandably frustrating if 
learning does not happen that way. And it is easy to see why 
kids give up and say, it’s too hard, I don’t get it, why bother?! 
But help can be found with the expansive resources LASE 
provides. God’s love and acceptance aligned with our unique 
programming helps support those children who need us. 

LASE has been offering support, assistance and 
alternatives to challenged students for 60 years. 

 
Our teachers, educational consultants and speech/

language therapists have excellent in-service training, 
high quality professional development, and a network of 
experienced peers to provide customized and individualized 
support to help students experience success. They also 
approach every struggling student with the assurance that 
God has a plan for them and a desire to help them reach 
their God given potential. 

With God, nothing is impossible… it just may not be 
“easy.” 

The LASE Board of Directors is proud of the wonderful 
team that impacts the lives of God’s children. We are blessed 
to serve 14 Lutheran Schools where we have the opportunity 
to replace frustration with success for life and instill a love 
for learning.

We thank you especially, our dedicated volunteers, 
donors, sponsors, advisors and encouragers for helping make 
a difference in the lives of our students and their families. 

In Christ, 

Bette Schlie, LASE Board Chair

CHILDREN’S LIVES TOUCHED BY LASE IN 2015-16

         2   Learning Connection Tutoring
       42   English Language Learners
       41   Speech and Language Therapy
     212   Observations, Monitoring, and Consultation
     192   Resource Services
     134   Educational Resource Consultant Services
     419   Speech and Language Screening and/or Testing

  1,042   Total Lives touched by LASE

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION TUITION

   $7,330     Elementary Scholarships
 $55,970     High School Scholarships for LASE    
                   Learning Center (Luth. High St. Charles)

 $63,300    Total Scholarships Awarded 2015-16

All children need to hear 
the good news of Jesus!

…“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
 Matthew 19:26



LASE Revenue and Expenses
FISCAL YEAR AUGUST 1, 2015 TO JULY 31, 2016

Revenue
Contract and School Tuition  $619, 626
Fundraising      147, 913
School Health Services      127,339
Donations      124, 157
Grants          89,035
Interest and Dividends        75,816

Total Revenue              $1,183,886

Expenses
Educational     $706,514
Tuition Assistance        44,980
Management and General     240,517
Fundraising and Development       69,541
Health Services       119,612

Total Expenses              $1,181,164

Total Operating Gain (Loss)   $    2,722

Net Gain (Loss) on Investments     $ -25,842 

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets             $ (23,120)

LASE PARTNER 
SCHOOLS
2015-2016 

SPECIAL EDUCATION Abiding Savior
Atonement
Child of God
Green Park
Immanuel, Olivette

Immanuel, St. Charles
Immanuel, Wentzville
Lutheran High, St. Charles
Our Savior, Fenton
St. Mark’s, Eureka

Salem, Affton
Salem, Black Jack
Word of Life
Zion, St. Charles

52%
12%
11%
11%
8%
6%

100%

60%
4%

20%
6%

10%

100%

LASE MISSION
STATEMENT
Lutheran Association 
for Special Education 
will assist and support 
schools to address the 
cognitive, social and 
spiritual development 
of children with special 
needs, so they may fully 
enjoy their God-given 
potential.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 
Bette Schlie, Chair
Don Hugo, Vice-Chair
Bill Hauk, Treasurer
Michele Berra
Joe Bordeaux
Diana Meers
Steve Siepman
Sue Torbeck

ADVISORY BOARD
Paul Crisler
Dave Drewes
Warren Fick
Boone Jackson
Chris James
Sandy Meyer
Ted Schuessler
Kermit Starnes
Robert Wold

Jackie Smith
   Executive Director
Karen Wittmayer
   Assistant Director
Karen Scuito
   Director of Fundraising
   & Events

The Value of LASE to our
Community – Priceless!!
The special education ministry of LASE is much more than 
curriculum, standards and educational resources. LASE is a cause, a 
common bond, a shared set of values and a missional “must have” for 
education in a Christ-centered community. We provide resources, 

mentoring, support, collegiality with 
professionals and a network of teachers 
and resources to find solutions in the 
maze of special education. Principals gain 
a broad appeal and stronger marketability 
when meeting with prospective parents. General education teachers 
have a resource in their special education peer teacher for better 
effectiveness in their classroom. The entire school community has 
the opportunity to recognize that differences are blurred when we 
realize the Christian bond we share as His children. Donors, sponsors 
and volunteers of LASE are empowered through this partnership to 
amplify their advocacy for the LASE mission and vision.

52%

12%

11%

11%

8%
6%

60% 20%

6%
10%

4%

She is included. She 
has friends. She is 
loved at her school. 
Thank you!



OUR LASE PROMISE: LASE partners with parents, 
educators, and schools by providing solution-focused expertise 
and encouragement that transforms their desire to inspire the 
God-given potential of every child into reality.

LASE Donors, Sponsors and
Event Supporters 2015-2016
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN!
EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF THIS LIST.

SCHOOL HEALTH
SERVICES

(NURSING)

Abiding Savior
Christ Community
Grace Chapel
Green Park (Associate)
Immanuel, Olivette

Our Savior, Fenton
St. John , Ellisville
St. Paul’s, Des Peres
Zion, St. Charles

Mary Abeln
Jane Absheer
Rita Adkins
Jan Ahrens
Steve and Cathleen Albers
American Legion Post 299
Carl and Ann Anderson
David and Kristin Anderson
Kelly Annis
Andy and Georgeann Arnold
Megan Arnold
Ascension Lutheran Church
John and Kit Auble
Susan Auinbauh
Steve and Lisa Bailey
Baisch and Skinner, Inc.
Ben and Angela Ballou
Ann Barber
Bud and Marilyn Baricevic
Andrew and Lucy Bartelt
Charles and Dawn Baumhoff
Matt Bayes
Phil and Mary Bayes
Michael and Sandra Becker
Pam Becker
Karen Behrens
Keith Beier
Kathi Bell
Chris and Vicki Bennington
Amy Bernhardt
Bernice Bernthal
James and Elsie Bernthal
Dave and Michele Berra
Cheri Bettlach
Ralph J. and Frieda M. Bettlach
Brent and Ashley Beumer
Richard and Judith Beumer
Robert E. and Luanne Beumer
Leroy Biesenthal
David and Joyce Binder
Daniel and Renee Bischoff
Katie Bixler

David and Janet Blackwell
Chelsea and Tim Blanner
Donald and Karen Boehm
Michelle Bohn
Pat Bollwerk
Nancy Bolozky
Joe and Betty Bordeaux
Mike Boucher
Jack and Rose Boyette
Brett and Barbara Boyle
Aaron and Kimberly Boyll
Kimberly Braddy
Mark Brandom
Thomas and Carol Brannan
Robert and Teddy Branom
Shirley Bretscher
Jamie and Cheryl Brinker
Elroy and Ruth Brockopp
Eric Brofford
Keith and Tonya Brown
Martha Brunkhorst
Mark and Cindy Buchschacher
Terri Buckley
Allan and Carol Buckman
Christine Budde
Gerald and Dorothy Buethe
Jamie Bunte
Jerrye Bunte
Meghan Burch
Dick and Edith Burgdorf
Susan Burgdorf
Dean and Barbara Burmeister
Jean Burnett
Paula Burnett
Diana Burton
Dan and Jane Butler
Jonathon and Leanna 
Butterfield
Diane Caldwell
Cardinals Care
Joe and Iris Casiglia
Marvin and Beverly Caspersen
Cass Commercial Bank

Kostandin and Eva Ceko
Shelley Christian
Florence R. Christiansen
Joel Christiansen
Neal and Anne Christiansen
Andy and Mindy Clanin
Allison Clark
Greg and Erin Clark
Laura Clark
Randy and Sue Clark
Aron and Caroline Clay
Clearpath Senior Holdings
William and Joan Cochran, Jr
Susan Collier
Color Art Integrated Interiors
Amee Colvin
Commerce Bank
Concordia Lutheran Church
Concordia Plan Services
Concordia Publishing House
Concordia Seminary
Sara Cook
Caleb and Kristen Cox
Creative Communications for 
the Parish
Ken and Shirley Crecelius
Don and Jeanette Creely
Paul and Carolyn Crisler
James and Vickie Dankenbring
Tom and Anna Dankenbring
Janet Dauernheim
Jan Davidson
Kevin and Cynthia Davie
Charles and Deborah Davis
Pamela Davitz
Linda Deardeuff
James and Nancy Deason
Deborah Decker
Bill and Sally Delabar
Dana Demien
Trudy Demien
Ellen DeRouse
Paul and Ellen Devantier

David and Becky DeVeydt
John and Marie Diefenbach
William and Carol Diekelman
Roger and Barbara L. Dierberg
Diane Dischinger
Mickey Dittmer
Dobbs Tire & Auto Center
Lori Dolan
Sean Donlin
David Dougherty
David and Rene’ Drewes
Jo Ann Drier
Karen Drier
Brent and Jan Duesenberg
Robert Duesenberg
James and Aimee Dunajcik
Karl and Anne Dunajcik
Joan Duvall
Michael and Judith Earickson
James and Marcia Eckrich
John and Kathy Eckrich
Anne Edgren
Larry Edwards
Dean and Erica Eggerding
Herbert and Jackie Eggerding
Ruth Eggers
Anita Eickhoff
Julie Eisenbeis
Anna Eissfeldt
Tony Emery
Employees Community Fund 
of Boeing
John and Mary England
Leroy and Fran Ettling
Ed and Kelly Ewertowski
Ken and Marilyn Fanger
Melba Fanger
Fred and June Fangmann
Terry and Joan Ferguson
Warren and Phyllis Fick
Spencer and Judy Fienup
Bob and Judy Finck
Sherman and Lynn Finer

Michael and Ruth Flynn
Foam Supplies, Inc.
Chester and Ruth Frazier
Gary and Sara Freer
Merle and Phyllis Freitag
Kathryn Fremont
Annie Frisch
Dee Frisella
Lew and Carol Fruend
James E. and Erlynne Gaebler
Gregory and Jenny Gastler
Dennis and Dorothy Gehrke
Sandy Geis
Lori George
Leroy and Mildred Gerner
Michael and Deborah Gibbs
Bradley Jand Theresa Gibson
Barbara Girshner
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Trina Gould
Jody Graeler
Orville and Martha Grah
Janet Graham
David and Kathleen Gramlich
Lowell and Ann Grev
David and Edith Grieshaber
Sandy Griffard
Wilma Griffith
Jennifer Grimm
Charles and Margy Groennert
Paul and Cheryl Grosse
Betty Gundermann
Mary Haberstroh
Peggy Haeger
Irene Haerther
Ellen L. Hageman
Donald and Gail lHahn
Shirley Hall
Garrett and Brandi Hallemeier
Susan Halm
Don and Nancy Hamilton
Mindy Hanke

Mark and Sandy Hannemann
Bruce and Judith Hartung
Lance and Kaye Hartwig
Joan Harwell
Diana Haskell
Abby Hawkens
Bruce and Patricia Hawkins
Emilie Hayes
Teresa Haynes
Heather Hediger
J. Philip and Shirley Hellwege
Earl Hemman
Joel and Marcia Hempel
Joyce Hennen
Joseph Herman
Elmer and Mildred Herring
Hidden Gems Resale
Joel and Darcy Hieber
Susan High
Walter and Laura Hilgendorf
Duane and Marjorie Hingst
Sara Hochgrebe
Joanna Hoeltge
Ken Hoff
Darlene Y. Hoffmann
Jan Hoffmann
Karl and Lisa Holderle, III
Jerry and Barb Hollenbeck
Craig and Norma Hollmann
Donald and Joy Hollmann
Joyce E. Hollrah
Howard and Wilma Holman
Steve and Jean Holthe
Rick and Diane Holtz
Al and Susan Holzborn
Sandra Hood
Cleta Hoover
Betty Horrell
Addie Horstman
Tracy and Barbara Hounsom
Jim and Cathy Hoyle
DJ Hrebec

LASE is a highly influential and prevalent part 
of our school. The LASE staff exhibits genuine 
care and concern for all of our students. It 
is apparent that they have serving hearts as 
they help our students to grow academically, 
emotionally, and spiritually.



LASE DONORS, SPONSORS, AND EVENT SUPPORTERS 2015-2016 (CONT.’D)

Wayne and Crystal Huebner
Fred and Sandy Hughes
Marilyn Hughes
Denis and Sandra Hugo
Allan Huning
Vicki Isom
Boone and Jill Jackson
Eric and Kim Jacobs
Tom and Chris James
Willa Jewsbury
David Jockenhoefer
Ann Johnson
Dave and Dorothy Johnson
Pam Johnson
Rick and Lydia Johnson
Thomas and Adrienne Johnson
Dick and Laura Jostes
Donald M. and Shirley J. Kamps
Dietrich and Judy Karnuth
Debbie Kasten
Sharon Kaufmann
Michael and Patricia Keen
Robert and Karen Kellar
Marilynn Kelly
Kenneth and Judith Kempen
Derek Kenkel
Karen Keske
Sam and Geri Kidd
Jack Killoren
Jim and Jean King
Tim and Laurie King
Helen Kirchner
Betty Kling
David and Anne Klinge
Timothy and Susan Klobnak
Zachary and Alicia Klug
Bob and Leslie Kluge
Wayne and Joyce Knolhoff
Grace Koewing
William and Joyce Kolnik
Catherine Kopp
Alyce Korte
Gene and Patricia Kossman
John Kotovsky
Richard J. and Mary L. Kovach
Paul and Laura Kowert
Glenn and Cindy Kraft
Joanne Kramer
Carl and Dorothy Krause
Charli Kreienkamp
Dale and Debra Kreienkamp
Kevin and Julie Krueger
Larry and Joan Krueger
Dale and Karen Kruse
David and Judith Kuenzel
Peggy Kuethe
Sara Kuhlmann
Gary and Judith Kupferle
Gerald and Carolyn Kwentus
Joe and Cindy Lammert
Ray and Janet Lammert
Sharon Lamprecht
Kimberly Landry
Patty Landwehr
Marjorie Lang
James and Barbara Lange
Tom and Lisa Lange

Larry and Cathy Langland
Susan LaPorte
Larry and Sue Torbeck
Paula Lee
Janet Leet
Gene and Linda Lehr
Lence Charitable Fund, Inc.
Don and Lori Leupold
Elaine Lickenbrock
Versa Lindemann
Joseph and Sandra Loduca
Norb and Margot Loebs
Sarah Longo
Charles and Kathy Lottes
Doug and Julie Lovell
Dean and Joyce Luker
Laurence E. and Carol Lumpe
Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Lutheran Foundation Of St. Louis
Lutheran School Health Services
Lutheran School of Nursing 
Alumni
Lutheran Senior Services
Lutheran Trust
Cynthia Maag
Dana Madden
Tim and Sue Madden
Mary Marshall
Mark and Sharon Marshall
David and Mary Marth
Betty Martin
Betty Marting
Myron and Shirley Marty
Audrey Masker
Kirk and Sheryl Mattes
Daniel and Christine Mattson
Harry and Deanna 
Mauchenheimer
Nancy Mayor
Sally McCarthy
Sarah McCarthy
Vicki McConnell
Ed and Ginny McGue
Robert McWilliams
Paul and Shirley Meckfessel
Diana Meers
Karen Meier
James E. and Janey A. Menner
George Mertz
Michael and Kathy Metcalf
Geraldine Meuser
Beth Meyer
Paul and Sandra Meyer
Ralph and Jana Meyer
Roland and Marilyn Meyer
William and Sharon Meyer
Denis and Sandra Meyr
Paul and Gwen Middeke
Donald and Wilma Miesner
Chris Miller
Marlyn and Linda Miller
Mary Miller
Sheryl Miller
Debra Miller-Wolff
Milton Gaebler Charitable 
Foundation
David and Betty Moenkhaus
Laura Montgomery

David Moran
Chelsea Morgan
Carolyn Moritz
Barbara Morrison
Brian and Jenny Morrison
Joan Scheele Mueller
Kirk and Kathy Mueller
Richard and Cindy Mueller
Rick and Kathleen Mueller
James M. and Julie Muhlhauser
Joyce Muhlhauser
Nicole Muratovic
Dave and Jane Muzik
My Friend’s Wardrobe
Ed and Christine Myers
Charles and Barbara Nagel
Monica Nagel
Rick and Sue Nahmensen
JoAnn Nappier
Millicent Neff
Robert and Esther Negwer
Ronald and Paula Nelson
Clarence H. and Joan G. 
Newberry, Jr.
Gary and Christine Nickelson
Jerry and Beth Nicolaus
Julie Nicollerat
Les and Patricia Nolan
Ruth Nolle
Jose and Laura Novoa
Pam Nummela
Tom and Maria O’Brien
Pat and Victoria O’Neill
John and Donita Obermann
Keith and Kathy Odegard
Odean and Lois Odegard
Lauren Opperman
Tana Ortinau
Daniel and Michele Osborn
David and Joann Ott
Our Redeemer Ladies Guild
Elizabeth Pacheco
Becky Pagel
John and Sharon Pahde
Matt Pahde
Jill Pampel
Greggory and Kimberly Paquette
Lenora Parker
Evan and Andrea Patterson
Beverly Paul
Aaron and Jennifer Pawlitz
Peace Lutheran Men’s Club
Emily Perino
Milton Perko
John and Damaris Peshek
David and Tonya Peter
Gene and Patricia Peters
Judy Pfeiffer
Roy and Nancy Pfund
Steve Phelps
Beverly Phillips
Joshua Phillips
Jen Pickens
Raymond and Doris Plahn
Grace Poertner
Jackie Polys
Lloyd and Ann Pooker
Jerry and Judy Potthoff

Elizabeth Prange
Paul and Carol Prange
William and Judith Preuss
William and Janet Profilet
Karen & Neal Rabe
Pat Ragsdale
Jeanine Rainey
Erwin and Karen Rasch
Robert and Mildred Ratzlaff
Dorothea N. Rau
Mary Reed
Michael and Carmen Regan
Robert and Maureen Rehmer
Scott and Debbie Rehmer
Jack Reiner
Mary Reinhardt
Jason Reynolds
Barbara Rheinecker
Phyllis Richter
Lorna Rikkels
Doris Rittmann
David and Carole Rittmiller
Nancy Roach
Debbie Robbins
Terry and Dana Roby
Mary Roth
Ellis and Joyce Rottmann
Henry Rowold
Leland and Betty Rucknagel
Cal and Carol Rudsinski
Ruez Law Firm, LLC
Rick and Judy Ruf
Heather Runyon
Sandra Runyon
John and Cathy Ruprecht
Jim and Donna Russell
Salem Ladies Guild
Carl and Joyce Sattovia
Carl Saubert and Muriel Perillat
Allen and Diane Schade
Sunny Schaefer
Shirley Schaper
Bob and Joann Scheller
Darrell and Debra Schelp
Matt Schelp
Carl and Martha Schenck
Michael and Karen Scheve
David and Amy Schlesselman
James and Bette Schlie
Carolyn Schlimpert
Ernie and Colleen Schluter
James and Sherry Schmid
Becky Schmidt
Carol Schmidt
Dennis and Jane Schmidt
Edward Schmidt
Karen Schmidt
Tony and Connie Schmieder
Scott and Susie Schmieding
Pamela Schneider
Mark and Susan Schoedel
Walter and Lee Schoedel
King and Deanna Schoenfeld
Keith and Kathy Schopp
Dorothy Schroeder
Eugene and Jaclyn Schroeder
John Schroeder

Marcia Schroeder
Vernon and Joyce Schroeder
Norma Schroll
Ted Schuessler
Donald and Wilma Schuhmann
Jonathan and Sue Schultz
Walter and Angela Schulz
Sarah Schumacher
Marjorie Schuppan
Rodney and Ruth Schury
Donna Schutz
Karen Scuito
Alan and Josie Seele
Laura Seiler
Tom and Teresa Seiler
Carol Seitz
Cindy Sell
Norman and Darleen Sell
Richard and Carolyn Sellke
Al and Ruth Senske
Charles Roger Sexton
David and Karen Shafer
Robert Shively
Scott and Katie Siddens
Stephen and Sandra Siepman
Ralph Simon
Theresa Simon
Janet Sims
Jacqui Skoglund
Stephanie Skurcenski
Greg and Alayne Smith
Jackie Smith
Jerry and Linda Snyder
Darin and Ruth Sorrell
Melvin and Ann Spall
Carole Spree
Glen and Patti Sprich
Greg Sprich
Matthew and Mara Springer
St. Louis Christmas Carolers 
Association
Kermit and Claudia Starnes, III
Kermit and Karen Starnes
Cleo and Carol Steffens
Craig and Lisa Steffens
Joseph and Donna Steiner
Shirley Steinmeyer
Edward and Jo Ann Stiegemeyer
Dennis and Diane Stout
Dave and Christine Stratmann
Sarah Straton
Vi Striker
Jim and Vickie Svaglic
Eric Svingen
Take Charge of Education
Heidi Taube
Ryan and Rachel Taube
Tim and Sandi Taube
Taylor Excavating Co., Inc.
Aaron and Laura Telle
Judy Terrill
Dan and Judy Teuscher
Troy and Kelly Teuscher
The Hair Affair
Laura Thompson
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Sarah Tichenor
Stephen and Christine 

Tirmenstein
Michael and Chris Tomlinson
Stephanie Torbeck
David and Delores Trampe
Susan Turner
Charles and Carol Uhlig
UMB Bank
James and Lois Urnes
Mel and Kathleen Vasel
David and Karen Vaughn
Mike and Emilie Vincent
Megan Vitale
Barbara Vogel
Stuart and Janet Vogelsmeier
Jerry and Mary Voss
Suzanne Voss
Barbara Wagner
Lee Wagner
Scott and Jennifer Walburn
Dolores Waldmann
Betty Wall
Richard and Diane Wall
JoAnn Londoff Walsh
Bob and Barb Wanzel
Mary Warner
Ann Watters
Steve and Kristine Wattles
JoAnn Watts
Mark and Kaven Weaver
Bob and Betty Weber
Greg and Andrea Weber
Bonnie Wedel
Andrew Wegman
Fletcher and Julie Wells
Heidi Welply
Gerald and Karen Wendt
Herbert and Helen Werner
Leslie Wertley
Terry and Renee Whittle
Barbara Wietecter
Ken and Betty Wilhelms
LeRoy and Jane Wilke
Peter and Doris Wille
Katie Wilson
Judith Winker
Carl Winters
Walter Wirth
Paul and Phyllis Witbrodt
Greg and LaDonne Witt
Melvin Witt
Karen and John Wittmayer
Wilmar and Louise Woelzlein
Marie Wohlert
Wendy Wolf
Shirley Wolters
Women of Marco Lutheran 
Church
Word of Life Lutheran School
Connie Workman
Lynn Yaeger
Arthur and Margaret Young
Linda Zeman
John and Brenda Ziegler
Karl and Lorena Ziegler
Lyle and Carollynn Ziemann



Child of God
“LET LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS NEVER 
LEAVE YOU; BIND THEM AROUND YOUR 
NECK, WRITE THEM ON THE TABLET 
OF YOUR HEART.” PROVERBS 3:3

“Do you believe in 
miracles?” asked the 5th 
grade teacher at Child of 
God Lutheran School, 
prompting a discussion 
among her students. 
Chava, a student of 
LASE teacher, Brandi 
Hallemier, spoke up 
confidently saying, “Yes! 
The doctors said I would 
never walk, but I can!” 
The other students were 
curious but supportive, 
coming together daily 

to help with her needs. Chava shows 
love and faithfulness in everything 
she does each day. She is known for 

encouraging her peers to be kind to those who are different. 
Chava does not focus on things she cannot do, but instead 
rejoices in the abilities God gave her. She continually does the 
hard work necessary to achieve her full potential as a student 
and as a Christian. Chava’s faith is strong, inspirational, and 
motivating. She has touched many lives in the Child of God 
community; whose parents even came together to build a 
modified work space for her in the classroom. Chava is 
already very wise…and very loved at Child of God!

Chava and her 
LASE Teacher, 
Brandi

Terry and LASE Teachers, 
Sue Klobnak and Geri Kidd

LASE’s Herald the Holidays
A CELEBRATION OF FAITH, FAMILY AND 
FELLOWSHIP
There was much cause for celebration as 200+ LASE 
supporters entered the festive ballrooms at the Orlando’s 
Event Center in 
Richmond Heights. 
Everyone got into the 
holiday spirit, as they 
viewed hundreds of 
beautifully displayed 
silent auction items 
along with popular gift 
items for purchase in 
the Holiday Boutique. 
Guests were entertained 
by the St. Louis Rep’s 
Costume Parade. The 
Student Ambassador 
to the event was Terry 
Tatum, a senior at 
Lutheran High School, St. Charles. He and his parents 
chose the school because of their partnership with the LASE 
Learning Center which offered customized strategies and 
support for his learning. LHSSC’s Dr. Craig Ernstmeyer, 
Head of School, and LASE Resource Teachers, Sue Klobnak 
and Geri Kidd, all watched with pride as Terry and Erica told 
their moving story of challenges and prayer, the collaboration 
and team work that led to their joy-filled success: Terry has 
been accepted to the University of Central Missouri! He 
has everything he needs to advocate for himself, achieve 
social and academic success and continue his example as a 
Christian to his fellow students. Congratulations!

LASE Student Ambassador, Terry Tatum
and parents, Damon and Erica

“Thank you for all you do for the students at St. Mark’s.
You go above and beyond on a daily basis for them.

I was just singing your praises to my coworkers today.
I feel so lucky to have you as a resource!” Thank you for the gift of children.

Thank you for the child in me.

Teach me to welcome children 
in your name.

Teach me to live as a child of God.



3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63118

Join our community on Facebook

“Firsties” Blossom at Green Park 
Lutheran School 
“…I LOVE IT WHEN THE LIGHT BULB GOES ON AND 
THEN I WATCH MY STUDENTS TURN AROUND AND 
BEGIN TO TEACH OTHERS.” 

Beth Meyer,
GREEN PARK LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Students, faculty and staff at Green Park Lutheran School enthusiastically 
joined in the celebration, as Jackie Smith, LASE Executive Director, 
awarded the 2017 Jeremiah Award to First Grade Teacher, Beth Meyer. 
The award is an opportunity 
for LASE to honor a general 
education teacher in a partner 
school, who excels at meeting 
the unique and individual 
educational needs of all 
students in the classroom, 
especially those students 
with disabilities. Green Park 
Principal, Stephen Eggold, 
nominated Beth, stating that 
“Mrs. Meyer has created an 
environment and culture in 
her classroom that encourages 
students to do their best. 
Her lesson plans are based 
around differentiating learning and working with each child at their 
individual needs level. Her cooperation with our LASE Resource Teacher 
and implementation of strategies that can help students be successful is 
unparalleled.” LASE has a 60 year history of partnering with Lutheran 
schools in the St. Louis and St. Charles areas to meet the educational 
needs of children with disabilities and special needs. Jackie Smith, 
LASE Executive Director, presented the award to Mrs. Meyer for 
excellence in inspiring students to become lifelong learners, for her 
collaborative efforts with LASE Resource Teacher, Sandi Loduca, and 
for giving her students “hope and a future.” 

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
Lutheran Association for Special Education 
admits students of any race, color, and national 
or ethnic origin.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 7, 2017 (Friday)
Let’s Get Purse-onal
The Edge of Webster
359 Marshall Avenue, Webster Groves, MO
An Evening in Paris
Silent auction of new and gently used purses
Appetizers, margaritas, beverages and desserts
Ticket price of $30
Student rate of $25 (under age 21)
Reserved tables of eight guests

June 19, 2017 (Monday)
Thirty-Fifth Annual Golf Tournament
Sunset Country Club, Sunset Hills, MO
4 person scramble, lunch, oral auction, evening 
cocktails with appetizer buffet dinner
Registration: $225 per person. 
Sponsorship, volunteer & donation opportunities 
available. 
Mega Tickets, Mulligans, Skins and Hole Contests

August 2017
Evening LASE Insight Series Parent Workshop

(Friday) LASE Insight Series Teacher Workshop
Watch for futher details!

November 11, 2017 (Saturday)
Herald the Holidays
Orlando’s Event Center in Maryland Heights
Luncheon, Silent Auction and Style Show
Silent Auction:  9:30am – 11:30am
Tickets:  $55 per person – May reserve tables of ten

For more information visit Events Page at 
lutheranspecialed.org or call 314-268-1234

Stephen Eggold, Principal, 
Beth Meyer and Jackie Smith at 

Jeremiah Award presentation.

You are the first one to tell me 
what he CAN do, and not just recite 
what he CANNOT do. You see his 
potential. You give me hope.


