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Dear Friend of LASE,

The 2016–17 school year was a change for LASE. The 
footprint of our ministry is extensive and we are both proud 
of our rich 60-year legacy and excited about continuing 

to touch the lives of 
thousands of students 
academically, socially 
and spiritually. 

With the hiring 
of Jackie Smith as 
Executive Director 
(in June 2016), 
the first priority 
during the 2016–17 
school year was to 

successfully complete the 
National Lutheran School 
Accreditation (NLSA) 

process. NLSA serves as the accrediting body for Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. Through a self-study process, 
NLSA comprehensively evaluates compliance with national 
standards that reflect the seven essential standards expected 
by Lutheran programs. LASE faculty, staff, board and 
key volunteers worked tirelessly and in unity to complete 
this 9-month process. It gave us the opportunity to really 
understand how broadly we touch the lives of God’s children 
every day. We are thankful to the NLSA team for their 
guidance, and we are pleased and proud to have received 
full accreditation in May of 2017. 

Thanks to our generous community of donors and 
partners, LASE brings quality ‘individualized’ education 
services to children struggling with learning. In 2016–17 
we touched the lives of 973 students in our 14 Lutheran 
Schools, helping them to be equipped, supported and 
empowered so they can flourish. For a small ministry, 

LASE has tremendous impact and we are now seeking 
new opportunities and partnerships so we can reach more 
children and families who need us. 

The 2017–18 school year is a strategic planning year for 
LASE and we are excited to be developing a new vision and 
direction to address the unique needs of children who learn 
differently, in more schools, in more ways and with more 
children.

We have a lot to do. We value your continued support 
and prayer. 

With God’s blessings and guidance, we can do it! Always.

In His Service,

Bette Schlie		        Jackie A. Smith, M.A.
President of the Board	       Executive Director

CHILDREN’S LIVES YOU SUPPORTED IN 2016–17

       41	   English Language Learners
       53	   Speech and Language Therapy
     181	   Observations, Monitoring, and Consultation
     230	   Resource Services
       70	   Educational Resource Consultant Services
     398	   Speech and Language Screening and/or Testing

    973	   Total Lives Changed Because of Your Generosity

SCHOLARSHIPS/GRANTS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

   $5,235     Elementary Scholarships
 $15,950     High School Scholarships for The LASE 		
                   Learning Center (Luth. High St. Charles)
 $49,066     Grant Support to Lutheran Schools

 $70,251    Total Scholarships/Grants Awarded 2016–17

…“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  
—Matthew 19:26

Thank you NLSA 
Accreditation Team!



LASE Revenue and Expenses
FISCAL YEAR AUGUST 1, 2016 TO JULY 31, 2017

Revenue
Contract and School Tuition		    686, 115
Fundraising				      143, 054
School Health Services			      164,146
Donations				       166,229
Grants					          91,167
Interest and Dividends			        50,914

Total Revenue			              $1,301,625

Expenses
Educational				     $728,565
Tuition Assistance			        21,185
Management and General		     267,446
Fundraising and Development		       73,136
Health Services				       139,259

Total Expenses			              $1,229,591

Total Operating Gain (Loss)		   $   72,034

Net Gain (Loss) on Investments	  	  $ 209,491 

Increase/Decrease in Net Assets               $ 281,525

LASE PARTNER 
SCHOOLS
2016–2017 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Abiding Savior
Atonement
Child of God
Green Park

Immanuel, Olivette
Immanuel, St. Charles
Immanuel, Wentzville
Lutheran High, St. Charles

Messiah Lutheran School—
    Weldon Spring (2017)
Our Savior, Fenton
St. John’s Arnold (2017)
St. Mark’s, Eureka

Salem, Affton
Salem, Black Jack
Word of Life
Zion, St. Charles
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LASE MISSION
STATEMENT
LASE provides Christ-
centered education to 
students with unique 
learning needs so they 
can grow academically, 
socially and spiritually.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 
Bette Schlie, Chair
Don Hugo, Vice-Chair
Bill Hauk, Treasurer
Michele Berra
Joe Bordeaux
Diana Meers
Steve Siepman
Sue Torbeck

ADVISORY BOARD
Paul Crisler
Dave Drewes
Warren Fick
Alan Freeman
Boone Jackson
Chris James
Sandy Meyer
Ted Schuessler
Kermit Starnes
Robert Wold

Jackie Smith
   Executive Director
Karen Wittmayer
   Assistant Director
Karen Scuito
   Director of Fundraising
   & Events

“With man, this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 
—Matthew 19:26
For over 60 years, LASE has provided exceptional customized 
special education services to students in Lutheran schools. 
LASE professionals served 973 children in 14 Lutheran schools 
in the metropolitan St. Louis area during the 2016–17 school year. 

We provide services to students with mild to moderate disabilities including learning 
disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, high functioning autism, language impaired 
and others. In addition to serving students with diagnosed educational disabilities, we are able 
to identify and serve students evaluated as “at risk” or who are identified as “non-disabled” but 
still need individualized attention in order to be successful.

The LASE mission to develop the God-given potential of every child is accomplished by 
providing special education expertise, consultations, speech/language services and other 
assistance programs that are customized for the schools we serve. LASE has impacted the lives 
of thousands of students while sharing the good news of Jesus.
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OUR LASE PROMISE: LASE partners with parents, educators, and 
schools by providing solution-focused expertise and encouragement that 
transforms their desire to inspire the God-given potential of every child into 
reality.

LASE Donors, Sponsors and
Event Supporters 2016–2017
THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH LASE AND SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN!
EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF THIS LIST.

SCHOOL HEALTH
SERVICES
(NURSING)

Christ Community
Grace Chapel
Green Park (Associate)
Immanuel, Olivette

St. John, Ellisville
St. Paul’s, Des Peres
Zion, St. Charles

Karen Abeln

Jan Ahrens

American Legion Post 299

Pat Anghilante

John and Kit Auble

Baisch and Skinner, Inc.

Ann Barber

Karen Behrens

Keith Beier

Diane Bernthal

James W. and Elsie M. Bernthal

Dave and Michele Berra

Bethesda Lutheran Communities

Ralph J. and Frieda M. Bettlach

Robert E. and Luanne Beumer

David and Joyce Binder

Amy Black

Donald and Karen Boehm

Helen Bonner

Joe and Betty Bordeaux

Mike and Julie Boucher

Kimberly Braddy

Mark Brandom

Kim Braun

Shirley Bretscher

Gerald and Dorothy Buethe

Roger and Linda Burgdorf

Susan Burgdorf

Jean Burnett

Dan and Jane Butler

Janet Butler

Cardinals Care

Joe and Iris Casiglia

Marvin E. and Beverly J. Caspersen

Cass Commercial Bank

Ginny Chapman

Joel Christiansen

Greg and Erin Clark

Color Art Integrated Interiors

Amee Colvin

Mary Cooper

Concordia Lutheran Church

Concordia Publishing House

Concordia Seminary

Marlene Cote

Creative Communications for the 
Parish

Ken and Shirley Crecelius

Paul and Carolyn Crisler

Christine Culligan

Tom and Anna Dankenbring

Jan Davidson

Charles and Deborah Davis

Edna Deardeuff

Linda Deardeuff

Marc and Sheila Debrick

Deborah Decker

John and Marie Diefenbach

Roger and Barbara L. Dierberg

Renee Doyle

David and Rene’ Drewes

Karen Drier

Mike Drone

Corinne Duckworth

Robert Duesenberg

Karl A. and Anne L. Dunajcik

Liz Dupuis

Joan Duvall

Michael and Judith Earickson

James M. and Marcia A. Eckrich

John and Kathy Eckrich

Anne M. Edgren

Dean and Erica Eggerding

Herbert and Jackie Eggerding

Ruth Eggers

Aaron Eilers

Employees Community Fund of 
Boeing

John and Mary England

Leroy and Fran Ettling

Melba Fanger

Fred and June Fangmann

Warren E. and Phyllis A. Fick

Mike Fink

Michael and Ruth Flynn

Foam Supplies, Inc.

Amanda Fondow

Chester and Ruth Frazier

Merle and Phyllis Freitag

Carl J. and Sheree Fruend

Ruth M. Funck

Gregory and Jenny Gastler

Sandy Geis

John Germain

Bradley J. and Theresa M. Gibson

Eric Glessner

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Jody Graeler

David A. and Kathleen M. Gramlich

David R. and Edith M. Grieshaber

Sandy Griffard

Wilma Griffith

Jennifer Grimm

Kathryn Gritts

Charles and Margy Groennert

Peggy Haeger

Irene Haerther

Ellen L. Hageman

Donald E. and Gail L. Hahn

Shirley Hall

Garrett and Brandi Hallemeier

Susan Halm

Gerald Hapke

Cherine Hart

Bruce M. and Judith A. Hartung

William R. and Rebecca J. Hauk

Bruce and Patricia Hawkins

Mary Hawryszko

Loretta Hays

Diane Hefele

Sharon Heiland

J. Philip and Shirley Hellwege

Deb Hellwig

Joel and Marcia Hempel

David and Debbie Henrichs

Joseph Herman

Elmer and Mildred Herring

Walter G. and Dorothy A. Hick

Walter and Laura Hilgendorf

Janet Hobson

Sara Hochgrebe

Darlene Y. Hoffmann

Joyce E. Hollrah

Al and Susan Holzborn

Sandra Hood

Cleta Hoover

Linda Horner

Betty Horrell

Tracy and Barbara Hounsom

Mary Howe

DJ Hrebec

Morris Huelskoetter

Marilyn Hughes

Don and Cherie Hugo

Jackie Hunt

Ellis and Dianne Huskey

Tom and Chris James



LASE DONORS, SPONSORS, AND EVENT SUPPORTERS 2016–2017 (CONT.’D)

David Jockenhoefer

Ann Johnson

Deborah Johnson

Pam Johnson

Thomas and Adrienne 
Johnson

Joel and Kerrie Karsten

Debbie Kasten

Wayne C. Kaufmann 
Foundation

Amanda Kearns

Michael and Patricia Keen

Kenneth and Judith Kempen

Derek Kenkel

Karen Keske

Todd and Lauren Keske

Robert and Lawanda Kieffer

Jack Killoren

Brian King

Timothy and Susan Klobnak

Bob and Leslie Kluge

Leonard Knese

Debby Kniepkamp

Donna Koenemann

Nick Koenemann

Grace Koewing

William S. and Joyce E. 
Kolnik

Richard and Mary Kovach

Brian Kowert, Jr.

Paul and Laura Kowert

Darrell and Florine Kratzer

Carl and Dorothy Krause

Stephen and Lisa Krenz

Larry and Joan Krueger

Dale and Karen Kruse

David and Judith Kuenzel

Gary and Judith Kupferle

Karen Kurt

Sandy Kurtzeborn

Gerald and Carolyn 
Kwentus

Melissa Landwehr

Patty Landwehr

Marjorie Lang

Jane Langa

Tom and Lisa Lange

Susan LaPorte

Linda Lautner

Gene and Linda Lehr

Kathleen Lenz

Don and Lori Leupold

Versa Lindemann

Cathy Linders

Joseph and Sandra Loduca

Norb and Margot Loebs

Sharon Lombardo

Mike and Sandra Louis

Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund

Lutheran Church of the 
Living Christ

Lutheran School of Nursing 
Alumni

Lutheran Trust

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League

Marcia Luttrell

Cynthia Maag

Dana Madden

Tim and Sue Madden

Jerry and Kelley Malady

Mary Marshall

Mark and Sharon Marshall

Betty Marting

Myron A. and Shirley L. 
Marty

Kirk and Sheryl Mattes

Daniel and Christine 
Mattson

Harry and Deanna 
Mauchenheimer

Lynn May

Frank Megargel

Michelle Meier

Gail Melton

James E. and Janey A. 
Menner

George Mertz

Beth Meyer

Paul and Sandra Meyer

Roland and Marilyn Meyer

William and Sharon Meyer

Denis and Sandra Meyr

Paul and Gwen Middeke

Sue Middendorf

Donald and Wilma Miesner

Milton Gaebler Charitable 
Foundation

Laura Montgomery

Carolyn Moritz

Barbara Morrison

Regina Morton

Deborah Mowery

Joan Scheele Mueller

Kenneth and Cindy Mueller

Lillian Mueller

Richard and Cindy Mueller

Norma Muench

James and Julie Muhlhauser

Ed and Christine Myers

Monica Nagel

Rick and Sue Nahmensen

Robert W. and Esther O. 
Negwer

Robert and Ida Neumann

Gary H. and Christine L. 
Nickelson

Claudia Niemann

Ruth Noakes

Mary Nolan

Ruth Nolle

Pam Nummela

John and Donita Obermann

Keith and Kathy Odegard

Pat and Victoria O’Neill

David and Joann Ott

Our Redeemer Ladies Guild

Andrea Pacheco

Becky Pagel

John and Sharon Pahde

Greggory and Kimberly 
Paquette

Lenora Parker

Peace Lutheran Men’s Club

Milton Perko

Vicki Petkovich

Judy Pfeiffer

Marian Piehler

Raymond and Doris Plahn

Jackie Polys

Barbara Popp

Jerry and Judy Potthoff

Dianna Pozzo

Elizabeth Prange

Paul and Carol Prange

William J. and Judith C. 
Preuss

William and Janet Profilet

Sara Purple

Jeanine Rainey

Doug Rangeley

Erwin J. and Karen J. Rasch

Robert and Maureen 
Rehmer

Jack Reiner

Mary Reinhardt

Phyllis Richter

Doris Rittmann

Debbie Robbins

Ron and Cindy Roma

Jeanne Roth

Ellis and Joyce Rottmann

Henry Rowold

Leland and Betty Rucknagel

Cal and Carol Rudsinski

Ruez Law Firm, LLC

Rick and Judy Ruf

Roger Ruff

Jim and Donna Russell

Wanda Saip

Salem Ladies Guild

Elizabeth Sapala

Carl and Joyce Sattovia

Carl Saubert and Muriel 
Perillat

Allen W. and Diane J. 
Schade

Bob and Joann Scheller

Michael J. and Karen M. 
Scheve

James and Bette Schlie

Carolyn Schlimpert

James and Sherry Schmid

Becky Schmidt

Bonnie Schmidt

Edward Schmidt

Mark and Susan Schoedel

Mary Ann Schoedel

Walter M. and Lee H. 
Schoedel

Vicki Schrader

Ted Schuessler

Walter M. and Angela 
Schulz

Marjorie Schuppan

Ruth Schury

Eric and Cheryl Schweitzer

Karen Scuito

Mike Scully

Tom and Teresa Seiler

Richard G. and Carolyn R. 
Sellke

Al and Ruth Senske

Alison Sharp

Robert A. Shively

Scott and Katie Siddens

Stephen S. and Sandra L. 
Siepman

Ralph Simon

Janet Sims

Jacqui Skoglund

Greg and Alayne Smith

Jackie Smith

Janet Smith

Jerry and Linda Snyder

Darin and Ruth Sorrell

Carole Spree

Glenn and Patti Sprich

Matthew and Mara Springer

St. Louis Christmas Carolers 
Association

Kermit and Claudia Starnes

Kermit and Karen Starnes

Kathleen Stebe

Craig L. and Lisa L. Steffens

David and Cindy 
Steinbruegge

Joseph J. and Donna Steiner

William and Teresa 
Steinkoetter

Linda Stinnett

Dennis and Diane Stout

Vi Striker

Jim and Vickie Svaglic

Joseph and Cheryl Swope

Aaron and Laura Telle

William and Katherine 
Thomas

Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans

Stephen and Christine 
Tirmenstein

Michael and Chris 
Tomlinson

Stephanie Torbeck

Larry and Sue Torbeck

Kenneth and Jeanne 
Truemper

Susan Turner

Dorothy Uhrinak

UMB Bank

Mike and Emilie Vincent

Barbara Vogel

Gregg Vogelsmeier

Stuart and Janet 
Vogelsmeier

Barbara Wagner

Lee Wagner

Doug and Nora Walden

Betty Wall

Richard and Diane Wall

Gloria Walls

JoAnn Watts

Andrew Wegman

Woody Weigandt

Karen Weiner

Heidi Welply

John and Debbie Weltmer

Gerald and Karen Wendt

Gary Wesselschmidt

Terri West

Barbara Wietecter

LeRoy and Jane Wilke

Katie Wilson

Nora Witbrodt

Paul and Phyllis Witbrodt

Karen and John Wittmayer

Wilmar and Louise 
Woelzlein

Debbie Wolf

Women of Marco Lutheran 
Church

Connie Workman

Arthur F. and Margaret L. 
Young

Denise Zarr

Karl and Lorena Ziegler

Lyle and Carollynn Ziemann


