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Be the Light!
FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

At the end of the 2017–
2018 school year, the LASE 
Board of Directors adopted a 
new strategic plan built upon 
a rich history of providing 
compassionate care and 
quality special education 
programming for children 
who learn differently. The purpose of developing this plan 
was to examine the focus of our energy through assessing 
our strengths and challenges, and to adjust our direction 
to meet the changing needs of the students and families 
we serve. The true blessing within this process is that it 
provided an opportunity for our stakeholders to have a voice 
on the effectiveness of our programs, our standing in the 
community and our progress toward meeting our mission.

The outcomes of the strategic planning process were a 
new mission statement that better solidifies what we can 
do—to provide Christ-centered educational support to students 
who learn differently so they can grow academically, socially 
and spiritually—as well as, defining our strategic initiatives 
for the next four years. Those initiatives include:

Programming – to provide outstanding programs that 
meet the needs of the community.

Marketing – to be recognized as an expert in the field of 
Christ-centered special education.

Resource Development – to raise sufficient funds to 
ensure a stable organization and provide additional funding 
for greater community impact and growth.

Volunteer Development – to continue to have active and 
engaged volunteers that will grow to meet the needs of the 
community.

Under each core strategic initiative, action steps were 
developed that will be implemented within the next four 
years. Working together, we can not only provide exceptional 
special education programs, but expand our reach to others 
who don’t have access to a Lutheran education.

As a testament to our generous community, we touched 
the lives of over 1200 students during the 2017–18 school 
year. This represents a 25% increase from the prior year. For 
a small ministry such as LASE, our influence is tremendous 
as we continue to seek new ways to impact the children we 
serve. With your continued support, together we can ensure 
that God’s children thrive and flourish.

Jackie A. Smith, M.A.
Executive Director

CHILDREN’S LIVES YOU SUPPORTED IN 2017–18

       40	   English Language Learners
       61	   Speech and Language Therapy
     249	   Observations, Monitoring, and Consultation
     279	   Resource Services
     109	   Educational Resource Consultant Services
       22	   Early Childhood Screenings
     472	   Speech and Language Screening and/or Testing

   1232	   Students Directly Impacted By Your Generosity

SCHOLARSHIPS/GRANTS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

 $14,200     Elementary Scholarships
   $8,600     High School Scholarships for The LASE 		
                   Learning Center (Lutheran High St. Charles)
 $82,525     Grant Support to Lutheran Schools

$105,325    Total Scholarships/Grants Awarded 2017–18

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” —John 8:12



LASE Revenue and Expenses
FISCAL YEAR AUGUST 1, 2017 TO JULY 31, 2018

Revenue
Contract and School Tuition   $737,629
Fundraising       142,712
School Health Services      146,807
Donations       114,644
Grants          88,618
Interest and Dividends        56,334

Total Revenue              $1,286,744

Expenses
Educational     $855,015
Tuition Assistance        28,700
Management and General     250,093
Fundraising and Development       80,501
Health Services       144,354

Total Expenses              $1,358,663

Total Operating Gain (Loss)  $  (71,919)

Net Gain (Loss) on Investments    $ 165,525 

Increase/Decrease in Net Assets              $   93,606

LASE PARTNER 
SCHOOLS
2017–2018 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Atonement
Child of God
Grace Chapel
Green Park

Immanuel, Olivette
Immanuel, St. Charles
Immanuel, Wentzville
Lutheran High, St. Charles

Messiah Lutheran School—
    Weldon Spring
Our Savior, Fenton
St. John’s Arnold
St. Mark’s, Eureka

Salem, Affton
Salem, Black Jack
Word of Life
Zion, St. Charles
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LASE MISSION
STATEMENT
LASE provides Christ-
centered education to 
students with unique 
learning needs so they 
can grow academically, 
socially and spiritually.
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From the President of the LASE Board
Last year we promised that we would address the needs of children who 
learn differently in more schools, in more ways, and with more children. 
And we did! A 25% increase in students.

 In 2017-2018 the LASE Board worked, with many others, to create a 
new Strategic Plan. Our objectives include fi nding new ways to reach a 
growing numbers of children struggling with learning, while building new 
revenue streams, marketing the LASE program, and recruiting new and 
infl uential volunteers that support our mission. As Board President, I’m 
excited about the opportunity to have greater reach and impact on future generations. 

 With your continued support, our hope is to provide additional scholarships, additional 
resources and staff to meet the growing needs of children, and develop new giving opportunities 
so every child with specialized learning needs have access to a loving, Christ-centered Lutheran 
education – now and in the future.

 As always, LASE will strive to embrace and advocate, equip and resource, empower and enable 
all children to proudly reach their God given potential. 

With sincere thanks and prayers, we move forward. 

Bette Schlie
President of the Board
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OUR LASE PROMISE: LASE partners with parents, educators, 
and schools by providing solution-focused expertise and encouragement 
that transforms their desire to inspire the God-given potential of every 
child into reality.

LASE Donors, Sponsors and Event
Supporters: Fiscal Year August 1, 2017–July 31, 2018
THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH LASE AND SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN!
EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF THIS LIST.

SCHOOL HEALTH
SERVICES
(NURSING)

Christ Community
Grace Chapel
Green Park (Associate)
Immanuel, Olivette

St. John, Ellisville
St. Paul’s, Des Peres
Zion, St. Charles

Karen Abeln

Jan Ahrens

Mary Lee Ahrens

American Legion Post 299

Pat Anghilante

Baisch and Skinner, Inc.

Bruce Bartlett

David and Judy Batha

Sally Beasley

Kim Beck

Karen Behrens

Keith Beier

Bernice Bernthal

Dave and Michele Berra

Carol Betlejewski

Adam and Carolyn Betz

David and Joyce Binder

Amy Black

Dodie Blankenship

Donald and Karen Boehm

Joe and Betty Bordeaux

Denise Bowman

Shirley Bretscher

Mary Breuer

Gerald and Dorothy Buethe

Dick Burgdorf

Ryan Burlison

Jan Burmeister

Jean Burnett

Maxine Bussman

Dan and Jane Butler

Cardinals Care

Casey Carlson

Joe and Iris Casiglia

Marvin and Beverly Caspersen

Cass Commercial Bank

Randy Cathcart

Mary Cernik

Florence R. Christiansen

Joel Christiansen

Shirley M Cissell

Jill Clark

Regina Cleary

Kristen Coleman

Color Art Integrated Interiors

Commerce Bank

Concordia Lutheran Church

Concordia Publishing House

Chris and Tara Copeland

Marlene Cote

Paul and Carolyn Crisler

Ginger Crooks

Christine Culligan

James and Vickie Dankenbring

Tom and Anna Dankenbring

Sandi Davenport

Charles and Deborah Davis

Julie Day

Marc and Sheila Debrick

Deborah Decker

Paul and Ellen Devantier

John and Marie Diefenbach

Jim and Millie Diehl

Roger and Barbara Dierberg

Laura Dinda

Sue Dobbs

Brenda Doering

David and Rene’ Drewes

Karen Drier

Mike Drone

Brent and Jan Duesenberg

Robert Duesenberg

Karl A. and Anne L. Dunajcik

Susan Dwars

James and Marcia Eckrich

Anne M. Edgren

Larry Edwards

Dean and Erica Eggerding

Elaine Eggerding

Ruth Eggers

Brian D. and Lisa Eichelberger

Virginia Eilers

John and Mary England

Melba Fanger

Fred and June Fangmann

Danny C. and Katherine J. Farnham

Warren E. and Phyllis A. Fick

Susan Fiehler

Spencer and Judy Fienup

Michael and Ruth Flynn

Foam Supplies, Inc.

Amanda Fondow

Karen Foster

Merle and Phyllis Freitag

Mary Alice Gaitskill

Gregory and Jenny Gastler

Sandy Geis

Bradley J. and Theresa M. Gibson

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Jody Graeler

David A. and Kathleen M. Gramlich

Dino Granata

Vito Granata

David R. and Edith M. Grieshaber

Sandy Griff ard

Jennifer Grimm

Paul and Cheryl Grosse

Betty Gundermann

Peggy Haeger

Irene Haerther

Ellen L. Hageman

Donald E. and Gail L. Hahn

Shirley Hall

Garrett and Brandi Hallemeier

Susan Halm

Sheri Hammel

Cherine Hart

Bruce M. and Judith A. Hartung

Joan Harwell

Melissa Hatcher

William R. and Rebecca J. Hauk

Bruce and Patricia Hawkins

Teresa Haynes

Loretta Hays

J. Philip and Shirley Hellwege

Joel and Marcia Hempel

Joyce Hennen

Trudy Heren

Elmer and Mildred Herring

Walter G. and Dorothy A. Hick

Duane E. and Marjorie W. Hingst

Janet Hobson

Sara Hochgrebe

Sue Hodge

Darlene Y. Hoff mann

Howard Holschen

Steve and Jean Holthe

Al and Susan Holzborn

Sandra Hood

Cleta Hoover

Betty Horrell

Tracy and Barbara Hounsom

Wayne and Crystal Huebner

Marilyn Hughes

Denis and Sandra Hugo

Don and Cherie Hugo

Ellis and Dianne Huskey

Tom and Chris James

Jarrell Mechanical Contractors

David Jockenhoefer



LASE DONORS, SPONSORS, AND EVENT SUPPORTERS: FISCAL YEAR AUGUST 1, 2017–JULY 31, 2018 (CONT.’D)

Ann Johnson

Bob Kalinich

Debbie Kasten

Wayne C. Kaufmann 
Foundation

Sharon Kaufmann

Michael and Patricia Keen

Karen Keske

Todd and Lauren Keske

Robert and Lawanda Kieff er

Jack Killoren

Leonard Knese

Barry and Debbie 
Koenemann

Grace Koewing

Carl and Dorothy Krause

Charli Kreienkamp

Larry and Joan Krueger

Philip Krupski

Dale and Karen Kruse

David and Judith Kuenzel

Gary and Judith Kupferle

Karen Kurtz

Carol Kurz

Gerald and Carolyn Kwentus

Ray and Janet Lammert

Linda Lampen

Marjorie Lang

James and Barbara Lange

Tom and Lisa Lange

LCMS Foundation

Gene and Linda Lehr

Joanne Leonard

Don and Lori Leupold

Matthew and Diane Lewis

Versa Lindemann

Joseph and Sandra Loduca

Norb and Margot Loebs

Sharon Lombardo

Mike and Sandra Louis

Edward and Julaine 
Luhmann

Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund

Lutheran Church of the 
Living Christ

Lutheran School of Nursing 
Alumni

Lutheran Trust

Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League

Cynthia Maag

Tim and Sue Madden

Mary Marshall

Mark and Sharon Marshall

Betty Marting

Carol Matthews

Daniel and Christine 
Mattson

Harry and Deanna 
Mauchenheimer

Sarah McCarthy

Vicki McConnell

Richard N. and Irene 
McLaughlin

Diana Meers

Karen Meier

Edward F. and Jacqueline F. 
Melchior

Gail Melton

Joyce Mennicke

George Mertz

Beth Meyer

Paul and Sandra Meyer

Ralph and Jana Meyer

Roland J. and Marilyn 
Meyer

Sharon Meyer

Paul and Gwen Middeke

Donald and Wilma Miesner

Jane Mihalevich

Milton Gaebler Charitable 
Foundation

Model T Club of Greater 
St. Louis

Laura Montgomery

David Moran

Barbara Morrison

Diana Mortensen

Joan Scheele Mueller

Kenneth and Cindy Mueller

Richard and Cindy Mueller

Rick and Kathleen Mueller

James M. and Julie 
Muhlhauser

Ed and Christine Myers

JoAnn Nappier

Robert and Esther Negwer

Robert and Ida Neumann

New Jerusalem Lutheran 
Women

Clarence and Joan 
Newberry, Jr.

Gary and Christine 
Nickelson

Wendy Nishi

Mary Nolan

Ruth Nolle

Pam Nummela

Gwen O’Day

Victoria O’Neill

Carla Obrien

Wayne and Sandra Oliver

David and Joann Ott

Our Redeemer Ladies Guild

Lisa Oxenhandler

Sue Pacheco

Becky Pagel

John and Sharon Pahde

Matt Pahde

Martha Pakan

Greggory and Kimberly 
Paquette

Lenora Parker

Peace Lutheran Men’s Club

Milton Perko

David J. and Tonya A. Peter

Vicki Petkovich

Judy Pfeiff er

Grace Poertner

Kathy Pompe

Michelle Poneleit

Jerry and Judy Potthoff 

Dianna Pozzo

Elizabeth Prange

Paul and Carol Prange

William and Janet Profi let

Jeanine Rainey

Dorothea N. Rau

Stephen Rauh

Carrie Reck-Meyer

Robert and Maureen 
Rehmer

Mary Reinhardt

Ann Richter

Liz Richter

Phyllis Richter

Gayle Riesenbeck

Lorna Rikkels

Doris Rittmann

Ron and Cindy Roma

Ellis and Joyce Rottmann

Henry Rowold

Rick and Judy Ruf

Roger Ruff 

Wanda Saip

Salem Ladies Guild

Carolyn Samuels

Melissa Sandfort

Elizabeth Sapala

Carl and Joyce Sattovia

Nancy Saylor

Allen W. and Diane J. 
Schade

Darrell and Debra Schelp

Matt Schelp

Matt Schelp

Michael J. and Karen M. 
Scheve

Karen Schilling

James and Bette Schlie

Carolyn Schlimpert

James and Sherry Schmid

Becky Schmidt

Bonnie Schmidt

Dennis and Jane Schmidt

Edward Schmidt

Scott and Susie Schmieding

Walter and Lee Schoedel

Vicki Schrader

Ted Schuessler

Donald and Wilma 
Schuhmann

Jonathan and Sue Schultz

Dale and Kristie Schulz

Marjorie Schuppan

Ruth Schury

Eric and Cheryl Schweitzer

Karen Scuito

Tom and Teresa Seiler

Cindy Sell

Richard and Carolyn Sellke

Al Senske

Mary Sexton

Robert A. Shively

Scott and Katie Siddens

Stephen and Sandra 
Siepman

Todd Sikorski

Ralph Simon

Beverly Simpson

Janet Sims

Jacqui Skoglund

Greg and Alayne Smith

Jackie Smith

Jerry and Linda Snyder

Carole Spree

Glen M. and Patti Sprich

Matthew and Mara Springer

St. Louis Christmas Carolers 
Association

Kermit and Karen Starnes

Joseph J. and Donna Steiner

Linda Stinnett

Laura Stolin

Dennis and Diane Stout

Mary Streif

Vi Striker

Kenneth Tacony

Debra Tafra

Ryan and Rachel Taube

Aaron and Laura Telle

Rose Thoele

Roland Thomas

Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans

Stephen and Christine 
Tirmenstein

Michael and Chris 
Tomlinson

Larry and Sue Torbeck

Stephanie Torbeck

DeAdrienne Torrey

Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid

Sarah Trulaske

Susan Turner

UMB Bank

James M. and Lois C. Urnes

Mike and Emilie Vincent

Barbara Vogel

Gregg Vogelsmeier

Stuart and Janet 
Vogelsmeier

Barbara Wagner

Lee Wagner

Richard V. and Rita M. 
Wagner

Betty Wall

Richard and Diane Wall

JoAnn Londoff  Walsh

JoAnn Watts

Woody Weigandt

Fletcher E. and Julie Wells, II

Gerald E. and Karen P. 
Wendt

Kathleen Wenger

Leslie Wertley

Elenora I. Whittle

Renee Whittle

Barbara Wietecter

LeRoy and Jane Wilke

Katie Wilson

Loren Wims

Theresa Windish

Carl Winters

Nora Witbrodt

Paul and Phyllis Witbrodt

Karen and John Wittmayer

Stephanie Wojcikiewicz

Al and Debbie Wolf

Ron and Sheila Wolf

Carolynn Wolff 

Women of Marco Lutheran 
Church

Brittany Wondrasch

Connie Workman

Arthur F. and Margaret L. 
Young

Pam Zahner

Barbara Zeiss

Karl and Lorena Ziegler

Lois D. Ziegler

Lyle and Carollynn Ziemann

Margie Zugmaier


