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Dear Friends,

The theme for the 2018–19 school year was “Be the Light” taken from Matthew 5:14-
16, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

These passages symbolize what we strive to do every day—to ‘Be the Light’ in the 
eyes of every child we serve. We do this by embracing the changing needs in our schools, 
developing solutions for educators, facilitating training and professional development 
for teachers, providing resources to parents, individualizing instruction for students 
and building collaborative partnerships and programs that impact our community. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Kaufmann Foundation, 2018–19 was marked by the 
opportunity to step back and evaluate our ministry. Based on valuable feedback from 
you—our donors, volunteers, educators, parents, faculty & staff, we have refreshed our 
brand, developed new core beliefs (see our beliefs, pg. 5), and created a new mission 
statement that encompasses who we are as an educational entity within the Lutheran 
community. The results of this process were instrumental in showcasing our successes 

(and there were many), while highlighting our need for diversifying our funding sources so future generations will have access to 
specialized education. We have lots of work to do, but God will provide—He always does. 

We continue to be in sound financial condition, but show a shortfall between our total expenses in excess of revenue. This is 
a result of increases in salaries, health care benefits, and our reluctance to pass off these expenses to schools and families. In order 
to continue to do this, new strategies are being implemented to increase funding from other sources (mainly fundraising) that 
will offset this deficit. We also continue to be blessed with income generated from endowment funds. These funds are restricted 
for student scholarships and other specific expenses. This along with gifts from 
our dedicated donors, provided over $105,000 in scholarships during the 18-19 
school year. 

Our program continues to be top-notch with compassionate and dedicated 
educators supporting students, general education teachers, parents, and 
administrators so every child receives the services they need to be successful. 
It’s now time to respond to existing and growing needs that require a generous 
community of supporters. 

Thank you for “being the light” for the children of LASE. Your support 
provides opportunities to students so they can reach their God-given potential, 
in a safe, supportive Christian environment. Together, we create happy, successful 
students—no matter the disability!

In His Service,

Jackie A. Smith
Executive Director 

We believe
We believe educational services should 
reflect the uniqueness of every child.

We believe we are called to reach and 
teach all children regardless of abilities.

We believe helping children with special 
learning needs is a vital part of a Christian 
education.

We believe in empowering educators, to 
teach all children, regardless of ability. 

We believe obtaining services for students 
should be simple, stress-free and child-
focused.

We believe in changing perceptions 
of special education and promoting 
communities of inclusion and acceptance. 

We believe in nurturing and cultivating 
lasting relationships with each other, our 
families, our schools, and our community.



LASE PARTNER 
SCHOOLS
2018–2019 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Atonement
Child of God
Grace Chapel
Green Park

Immanuel, Olivette
Immanuel, St. Charles
Immanuel, Wentzville
Lutheran High, St. Charles

Messiah Lutheran School—
    Weldon Spring
Our Savior, Fenton
St. John’s Arnold
St. Mark’s, Eureka

Salem, Affton
Salem, Black Jack
Word of Life
Zion, St. Charles

CHILDREN’S LIVES YOU SUPPORTED IN 2018–19

     283  Direct Resource Services
     223  Indirect Resource Services (Consultations, Observations & Monitoring)
     268  Educational Resource Consultant Services
     391  Speech and Language Screening and/or Testing
       52  Speech and Language Direct Services
       35  Indirect Speech and Language Services (Consultations, Observations & Monitoring)

  1,252  Students Directly Impacted By Your Generosity

SCHOLARSHIPS/GRANTS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

 $14,200    Elementary Scholarships
   $8,600    High School Scholarships for The LASE                      
      Learning Center (Lutheran High St. Charles)
 $82,525    Grant Support to Lutheran Schools

$105,325   Total Scholarships/Grants Awarded 2018–19

LASE MISSION
STATEMENT
LASE provides Christ-
centered education to 
students with unique 
learning needs so they 
can grow academically, 
socially and spiritually. 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
Bette Schlie, Chair
Don Hugo, Vice-Chair
Bill Hauk, Treasurer
Michele Berra
Dr. Joseph Bordeaux
Diana Meers
Terry Schmidt
Steve Siepman
Sue Torbeck

Jackie Smith
   Executive Director
Karen Wittmayer
   Assistant Director
Karen Scuito
   Director of
   Fundraising & Events

“The LASE teachers 
truly see every child 
as a child of God 
and do everything 
within their power 
to empower their 
students and support 
them to feel loved, 
accepted, and smart!”

—LASE SPECIALIZED 
EDUCATION PARENT

LASE Revenue and Expenses
FISCAL YEAR AUGUST 1, 2018 TO JULY 31, 2019

Revenue
Contract and School Tuition   $762,157
Fundraising       150,456
School Health Services      151,312
Donations         79,672
Grants          96,689
Interest and Dividends        56,559

Total Revenue              $1,296,845

Expenses
Educational     $880,215
Tuition Assistance        22,800
Management and General     221,651
Fundraising and Development       91,691
Health Services       149,711

Total Expenses              $1,366,068

Total Operating Gain (Loss)  $  (69,223)

Net Gain on Investments    $   43,935 

Increase/Decrease in Net Assets              $  (25,288)
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OUR LASE PROMISE: LASE partners with parents, educators, 
and schools by providing solution-focused expertise and encouragement 
that transforms their desire to inspire the God-given potential of every 
child into reality.

LASE Donors, Sponsors and Event
Supporters: Fiscal Year August 1, 2018–July 31, 2019
THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH LASE AND SUPPORTING OUR CHILDREN!
EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF THIS LIST.

SCHOOL HEALTH
SERVICES
(NURSING)

Christ Community
Grace Chapel
Green Park (Associate)
Immanuel, Olivette

St. John, Ellisville
St. Paul’s, Des Peres
Zion, St. Charles

Jan Ahrens

Beth Albertin

American Legion Post 299

Baisch and Skinner, Inc.

Serena Ball

Ann Barber

Kathy Baum

Sally Beasley

Alvina Becker

Nikki Becker

Karen Behrens

Keith Beier

Missy Benoist

Dan Berger

Pat Berner

James and Elsie Bernthal

Frieda Bettlach

Adam and Carolyn Betz

Brent and Ashley Beumer

Steve and Vicki Biggs

David and Joyce Binder

Amy Black

Dodie Blankenship

Donald and Karen Boehm

Michelle Bohn

Joe and Betty Bordeaux

Aaron and Kimberly Boyll

Kimberly Braddy

Skip Bray

Robert and Sherryl Breimeier

Shirley Bretscher

Jeff  and Terri Buckley

Gerald and Dorothy Buethe

Dick Burgdorf

Susan Burgdorf

Shirley Burkholder

Jean Burnett

Mark Cannon

Cardinals Care

Carrollton Bank

Joe and Iris Casiglia

Marvin and Beverly Caspersen

Cass Commercial Bank

Charities Foundation of America

Victoria Chitwood

Florence R. Christiansen

Joel Christiansen

Shirley M Cissell

Kristen Coleman

Color Art Integrated Interiors

Concordia Lutheran Church

Concordia Seminary

Cathy Cooper

Chris and Tara Copeland

Marlene Cote

Ken and Shirley Crecelius

Paul and Carolyn Crisler

Ginger Crooks

Kathy Curtis

James and Vickie Dankenbring

Raymond Dankenbring

Tom and Anna Dankenbring

Sandi Davenport

Charles and Deborah Davis

Devri Davis

Pamela Davitz

Edna Deardeuff 

Deborah Decker

Merwin and Harriet Desens

Paul and Ellen Devantier

John and Marie Diefenbach

Jim and Millie Diehl

Roger and Barbara Dierberg

David and Rene’ Drewes

Karen Drier

Mike Drone

Karl and Anne Dunajcik

Michael and Judith Earickson

Dan and Lillian Edmiston

Dean and Erica Eggerding

Ruth Eggers

Stephen and Michelle Eggold

Lawrence and Sharon Ehlmann

Brian and Lisa Eichelberger

Anita Eickhoff 

Glenn Einspahr

Employees Community Fund of 
Boeing

John and Mary England

Evening Guild Ascension Luth Ch

Linda Fahrig

Melba Fanger

Fred and June Fangmann

Warren and Phyllis Fick

Spencer and Judy Fienup

Bob and Judy Finck

Mike Finney

Michael and Ruth Flynn

Foam Supplies, Inc.

Jan Foertmeyer

Amanda Fondow

Margie Fredrick

Merle Freitag

Justin Fujarski

Gregory and Jenny Gastler

Bradley and Theresa Gibson

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Marianne Gorcsan

Jacqui Grable

David A. and Kathleen M. 
Gramlich

David R. and Edith M. Grieshaber

Sandy Griff ard

Wilma Griffi  th

Jennifer Grimm

Kathryn Gritts

Barbara Guiley

Betty Gundermann

Peggy Haeger

Irene Haerther

Ellen L. Hageman

Donald and Gail Hahn

Shirley Hall

Garrett and Brandi Hallemeier

Susan Halm

Sheri Hammel

Barbara Harms

Joan Harwell

William and Rebecca Hauk

James and Erin Haun

Lori Hayden

Loretta Hays

Diane Hefele

Joel and Marcia Hempel

Joseph Herman

Elmer and Mildred Herring

Walter and Laura Hilgendorf

Sara Hochgrebe

Joanna Hoeltge

Darlene Y. Hoff mann

Steve and Jean Holthe

Sandra Hood

Betty Horrell

Addie Horstman

Linda Horton

Gail Horvath

Katie Hotaling



LASE DONORS, SPONSORS, AND EVENT SUPPORTERS: FISCAL YEAR AUGUST 1, 2018–JULY 31, 2019 (CONT.’D)

Tracy and Barbara 
Hounsom

Morris and Joyce 
Huelskoetter

Jason and Erica Hughes

Marilyn Hughes

Denis and Sandra Hugo

Don and Cherie Hugo

Ellis and Dianne Huskey

Boone and Jill Jackson

Eric and Kim Jacobs

Tom and Chris James

Jarrell Mechanical 
Contractors

Willa Jewsbury

David Jockenhoefer

Ann Johnson

Janet Johnson

Pam Johnson

Thomas and Adrienne 
Johnson

Wayne C. Kaufmann 
Foundation

Sharon Kaufmann

Michael and Patricia Keen

Karen Keske

Robert and Lawanda 
Kieff er

Jack Killoren

King of Kings Lutheran 
Church

Brian King

Leonard Knese

Debby Kniepkamp

Gloria Koestering

Grace Koewing

Richard J. and Mary L. 
Kovach

Paul and Laura Kowert

Carl and Dorothy Krause

Charli Kreienkamp

Dale and Debra 
Kreienkamp

David and Judith Kuenzel

David and Jeannette Kunz

Gary and Judith Kupferle

Karen Kurtz

Gerald and Carolyn 
Kwentus

Cindy Lacks

Ray and Janet Lammert

Marjorie Lang

James and Barbara Lange

Julie Lange

Melissa Lange

Tom and Lisa Lange

LCMS Foundation

David and Gertrude 
Learman

Marilyn Lehenbauer

Gene and Linda Lehr

Lence Charitable Fund, Inc.

Don and Lori Leupold

Robert and Marsha Lewis

Joseph and Sandra Loduca

Norb and Margot Loebs

Sam Lombardo

Mike and Sandra Louis

Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund

The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod

Lutheran Church of the 
Living Christ

Lutheran School of Nursing 
Alumni

Lutheran Trust

Cynthia Maag

Tim and Sue Madden

Carly Magee

Alice Manus

Mark and Sharon Marshall

David and Mary Marth

Betty Marting

Carol Matthews

Daniel and Christine 
Mattson

Harry and Deanna 
Mauchenheimer

Vicki McConnell

Patricia McKeon

Diana Meers

Karen Meier

George Mertz

Amanda Meyer

Paul and Sandra Meyer

Roland J. and Marilyn 
Meyer

Sharon Meyer

Denis and Sandra Meyr

Paul and Gwen Middeke

Donald and Wilma Miesner

Jane Mihalevich

Keith Miner

Patricia Moeckel-Shea

Laura Montgomery

Jeff  Moore

Barbara Morrison

Annette Morrow

Chris Moss

Richard and Cindy Mueller

Rick and Kathleen Mueller

James and Julie 
Muhlhauser

Amanda Murphy

Ed and Christine Myers

Monica Nagel

Rick and Sue Nahmensen

JoAnn Nappier

Robert and Esther Negwer

Teresa Nelson

Network for Good

Robert and Ida Neumann

Clarence and Joan 
Newberry, Jr.

Gary H. and Christine L. 
Nickelson

Ruth Nolle

Naomi Normington

Pam Nummela

Carla O’Brien

Chris O’Hagan

Meghan O’Hara

Victoria O’Neill

Keith and Kathy Odegard

Mary Lou Oglesby

Lauren Opperman

Our Redeemer Ladies 
Guild

Greggory and Kimberly 
Paquette

Lenora Parker

Peace Lutheran Men’s Club

Roy A. and Carrie A. Pelster

Milton Perko

Vicki Petkovich

Judy Pfeiff er

Raymond and Doris Plahn

Grace Poertner

Jerry and Judy Potthoff 

Dave and Kerri Powers

Paul and Carol Prange

William and Janet Profi let

Jeanine Rainey

Nick Rallo

Robert and Maureen 
Rehmer

Jack Reiner

Barbara Rheinecker

Phyllis Richter

Doris Rittmann

Debbie Robbins

Jayna Rollings

Ron and Cindy Roma

Lynn Ross

Henry Rowold

Leland and Betty Rucknagel

Ruez Law Firm, LLC

Rick and Judy Ruf

Roger Ruff 

Alan and Sherri Runge

Judith Rusch

Jim and Donna Russell

Wanda Saip

Salem Ladies Guild

Carolyn Samuels

Carl and Joyce Sattovia

Carl Saubert and Muriel 
Perillat

Matt Schelp

James and Bette Schlie

Carolyn Schlimpert

Steven and Deborah 
Schmich

James and Sherry Schmid

Becky Schmidt

Bonnie Schmidt

Dianne Schmidt

Terry and Ann Schmidt

John and Sharon 
Schmidtke

Scott and Susie Schmieding

Vicki Schrader

Norma Schroll

Ted Schuessler

Jonathan and Sue Schultz

Joyce Schumacher

Marjorie Schuppan

Ruth Schury

Donna Schutz

Karen Scuito

Tom and Teresa Seiler

Richard G. and Carolyn R. 
Sellke

Al Senske

Julie and Steve Shawcross

Scott and Katie Siddens

Stephen and Sandra 
Siepman

Ralph Simon

Janet Sims

Jacqui Skoglund

Greg and Alayne Smith

Jackie Smith

Jerry and Linda Snyder

Spencer Fane LLP

Carole Spree

Paul and Lucy Sprenger

Glenn and Patt Sprich

Matthew and Mara 
Springer

St. Louis Christmas Carolers 
Association

Kermit and Karen Starnes

Craig and Lisa Steff ens

David and Cindy 
Steinbruegge

William and Teresa 
Steinkoetter

Diane Stout

Vi Striker

Eric Svingen

Debra Tafra

Ryan and Rachel Taube

Aaron and Laura Telle

Bob and Jean Tenholder

Rose Thoele

Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans

Stephen and Christine 
Tirmenstein

Michael and Chris 
Tomlinson

Larry and Sue Torbeck

Stephanie Torbeck

David and Delores Trampe

UMB Bank

Amy Ungerer

James and Lois Urnes

Brad Vandergriff e

Mike Vassel

Mike and Emilie Vincent

Barbara Vogel

Gregg Vogelsmeier

Stuart and Janet 
Vogelsmeier

Barbara Wagner

Lee Wagner

Doug and Nora Walden

Betty Wall

Richard and Diane Wall

JoAnn Londoff  Walsh

Linda Weaver

Woody Weigandt

Gerald and Karen Wendt

Kathleen Wenger

Leslie Wertley

Sarah Wesp

Renee Whittle

Barbara Wietecter

Dorothy Wilke

Nora Witbrodt

Paul and Phyllis Witbrodt

Karen and John Wittmayer

Wilmar and Louise 
Woelzlein

Al and Debbie Wolf

Women of Marco Lutheran 
Church

Karl and Lorena Ziegler

Zion Lutheran Church

Margie Zugmaier




