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A Servant's Heart

Sandi Loduca, LASE Educator who serves Green Park
Lutheran School, shines as a bright beacon of hope in an
often darkened world. She has served as a special educator
for 43 years impacting hundreds of students. She has
worked for LASE Specialized Education for 38 years and
is now planning for a well-deserved retirement at the end
of this school year.

If you know Sandi, you know that students gravitate to
her quiet strength and alum often seek her out to thank
her for the impact she had on their lives. They don’t come
back to talk about curriculum and strategies, but instead
express appreciation for feeling accepted and valued. They
are grateful for being given a safe place to be themselves, to
share their feelings, their heartaches and their dreams. They
and their families are thankful for the hope that was given
to them. Sandi states, “.. the root of the LASE ministry
is the team effort that unites LASE educators, general
educators, administrators & parents—all working together
to help that child reach their full God-given potential.
Those who succeed have been given the tools that create
a strong work ethic and a heart of resilience when faced
with challenges. When you truly SEE a child as God’s
work, you realize his or her gifts and you are honored to
support them in their journey.” Sandi will
be missed, but will be remembered
by the many students and families

whose lives were changed because
of their time together. Thank you for
sharing your gift of grace with so many
over the years. God’s blessings!

"l love to see students embrace their learning,
become their own advocates, and exceed everyone's
expectations including their own.” —Sandi Loduca

Phone: 314.268.1234

Fax: 314.268.1232
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$126,000 Raised—
All "Fore" the Kids of LASE!

LASE’s 39th Annual Golf Tournament was a record-
breaking day starting with perfect weather and with the
golf course at Sunset Country Club filled with golfers,
friends and volunteers. Student Ambassador, Emme,
from Zion Lutheran School, St. Charles, charmed the
golfers with her smile as she delivered home baked
cookies and a “Thank You!” from the kids of LASE.
Our golfers were champions as they stepped up to
exceed all goals for a whopping $126,000 raised to help
with the resources needed for our LASE students. The
last few school years have been challenging for teachers
and students, resulting in a growing need for our LASE
educators to provide needed individualized programs
and resources to support learning and self-advocacy in
a Christian environment. Thank you to everyone who
took this historical event to an even higher level to Zee
it up for the Kids of LASE. Please mark the July 17,2023

tournament date on your calendar. See you then!

lutheranspecialed.org
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From the Executive Director

"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them."
—Ephesians 2:10

Our theme for the 2022-23 school year is “Knitting
Together for God’s Good Work” which is especially fitting ;

for the current educational landscape we find ourselves in
post-COVID. It’s probably no surprise to anyone that we e

are experiencing challenges we’ve never seen before; a significant teacher shortage,
surging costs, and an increased need for LASE services due to learning gaps/loss.
With these challenges; however, we focus on our blessings; a gracious and generous

community of donors, educators who go above and beyond to meet the needs of
children, and a wonderful network of volunteers, staff members and vendors who

help support our mission.

With these challenges and blessings in
mind, we recently began a comprehensive
strategic planning process to develop
a roadmap for the next three years. In
addition to this planning, we are also
focusing on operational sustainability. This
includes evaluating current staff functions,
assessing needs and collaboratively building
a plan for long-term operational success. We
are very excited about the outcome of these
initiatives which will drive greater impact
for the children we serve. For the next 18
months we will be working to develop new
objectives for LASE to meet the ongoing

Karen and Diane - . . . .
The Lucy and Ethel lof LASE! and increasing needs of children with

special learning needs.

On a more personal note, two LASE gems—Diane Stout and Karen Scuito—will
be retiring during the 2022-23 school year. It’s bitter-sweet for they have been the
heart of LASE for many years. They will truly be missed and T hope and pray for their
continued involvement as they are a wealth of wisdom, knowledge and passion for
our ministry. Please show your support by attending this year’s Herald the Holidays
event (November 5,2022) where we will recognize their incredible service in helping
children reach their God-given potential.

We are excited for all that God continues to do as we knit together for His work. Thank
you for your continued prayers and partnership that is so vital to the children we serve.

%mg#l;
Jackie A. Smith, M.A.

Executive Director




Building Community...

Leslie Vangel,
Word of Life,

With Open Hearts and Open Minds to Open Doors to Learning ey
The 2022-23 school year theme is “Knitting Together for God’s Work”,
so let the teamwork begin!

LASE is providing services in 16 Lutheran Schools and programming
has increased by 15% in response to the increased need and EANS
(Emergency Assistance of Non-Public Schools) funding.

f Lisa Augustine, Getting back
Welcome to LASE! Lutheran High, to learning is

, St. Charles tough!
o Carol Bailey - LASE Education Specialist
Immanuel Lutheran School, Olivette

e Lisa Augustine — LASE Education Specialist
Lutheran High School, St. Charles

Victoria
Trammell,

o Leslie Vangel — LASE Education Specialist e
. : 3 Thank you and
Word of Life Lutheran School SEEOHE % God’s Blessings,

Sue and Brandi!
Carol Bailey,

o Victoria Trammell - LASE Education Specialist e
Word of Life Lutheran School Olivette

Blessings on your transition from LASE Specialized Education. Thank you for your service!

o Sue Klobnak, Lutheran High School, St. Charles - retired from LASE after 18 years

o Brandi Hallemeier — Accepted position as Assistant Principal at Child of God Lutheran Fi;lst DZ” of Scho:ﬂ,
School. Brandi is an alum of COG and former LASE Educator for 9 years S

School, Arnold

o Sherri Runge — Accepted position as school principal in Chicago after 4 years with LASE

DONOR HIGHLIGHT
Reverend John and Sharon Schmidtke | The Gift of Giving

“If I were to die today, | know that my kids have been trained in the spiritual heritage of their
parents to trust in Christ as their Savior.” —A Place Not Forgotten, Rev. John Schmidtke

In their lifetime together, Reverend John Schmidtke and his wife, Sharon, exemplified
faith in action, and this legacy of reaching out to lift up “forgotten people and places”
continues. John was called to his heavenly home this year, but his legacy will continue to
touch the lives of many. Sharon is a LASE Educational Consultant who serves at Grace
Chapel Lutheran School. As a memorial tribute to John, she chose to gift $10,000 from
his estate to LASE. She commented on her wonder and joy at the lessons God places
in our life. The Schmidtke’s son was challenged with learning in the 90’s and their
family was greatly impacted by LASE services at Atonement Lutheran School. “We

are grateful to LASE for their work with our son, and proud that he is now a teacher,
enriching the lives of his students. | feel we have come full circle with LASE. As | begin
my 33rd year of teaching, | can share the message of Jesus that teaches grace and
forgiveness to these beloved children of God. We are blessed to share our gift of
giving for those often overlooked and forgotten.” Thank you, John and Sharon!
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n Join our community on Facebook

Herald the Holidays—The More the Merrier!

NOVEMBER 5, 2022 | DOUBLETREE BY HILTON WESTPORT

back!

How excited we are

Welcome

to gather together
again! Come join
in the fun and treat

yourself to a holiday

kick off that includes
a silent auction
of quality items,

shopping galore at
the holiday boutique,

Herald the Holidays Committee celebration

a luscious luncheon
with old friends and new, and a style show with fashions from
Camille La Vie and Dillard’s of West County.

Reserve your table on LASE’s
https://heraldtheholidays.maxgiving.bid. It’s a great way to
get in the holiday spirit and enjoy some Christmas shopping,

registration  website:

which supports the students of LASE. We can’t wait to see you on
November Sth!
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Insight Series

To start the 2022-23 school year, LASE
welcomed 180 area educators who gathered
together for the LASE Insight Series workshop
on Powerful Teaching, presented by Patrice Bain,
author, educator and renowned public speaker.
Special thanks to Immanuel Lutheran school in
St. Charles for agreeing to host the event on their
campus. Teachers were appreciative of receiving
insightful tips and strategies that will be useful in
their classrooms. God’s blessings to all teachers
as they welcome their students back to a year of
learning, laughing, experiencing, empathizing,
and growing in their faith.



